US Supreme Court Legal Briefing for a New Law
Organization of Your Document

Introduction needs to include:

· Hook Your Audience:  Use a quote, interesting fact, real-life experience, true story to draw the audience (Supreme Court) into your topic.  
· Historical Background:  

· What the issue is

· Who is involved in the issue  (groups or individuals)

· How is this issue important to both the individual rights and common good

· Clearly present your new law:

· State a position on the issue

· Begin your paragraph as follows… “The following law___________________

________________________________________________________________________________ must be approved for the following reason:.  First….Second…. And lastly…”
Body paragraphs need to include:

Reason 1:  Give a constitutional principle which logically supports your position on the issue, include examples and use language from the Constitution. 

 “First, the Constitution says…”

Reason 2:  Give another piece of evidence from a credible source (e.g. court case, study, testimony) which logically supports your position on the issue.  Give examples from case.
“Also, in the case of ______________ v. _____________ they said...” 
Reason 3:  Explain how this issue is important today to both individual rights and common good. Use one final credible source to give examples from modern day concerns and issues.

“Finally, this issue is important to individual rights today because…”
Counter Reason:  Strong persuasion will present the opposite opinion in their presentation and will show the weaknesses in this perspective.  

“My opponents say….and this thinking is flawed because…”
Conclusion paragraph needs to include:

· Summarize your position and make a final passionate statement supporting your need for this new law.

· [image: image1.wmf]Include a call for action. “Finally, the General Welfare of America today calls for…”
