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Learning the Names of the Players
Name _________________________________ Section ______ Date _____________________

http://asd-www.larc.nasa.gov/SCOOL/tutorial/clouds/cloudtypes.swf
Watch the short video from NASA that identifies the four basic cloud types. List the cloud types in the spaces below. 

Cirrus    




Stratus
Cumulus




Cumulonimbus  
Now, visit this URL and write down the information about each of the four cloud types. http://www.weatherwizkids.com/cloud.htm 
Briefly describe each cloud type and draw a picture of that cloud in the box.

Name of Cloud Cirrus
[image: image1.wmf]Cirrus clouds are the most common of the high clouds. They are composed of ice and are thin, wispy clouds blown in high winds into long streamers. Cirrus clouds are usually white and predict fair to pleasant weather. By watching the movement of cirrus clouds you can tell from which direction weather is approaching. When you see cirrus clouds, it usually indicates that a change in the weather will occur within 24 hours.

Name of Cloud Stratus 
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Stratus clouds are uniform grayish clouds that often cover the entire sky. They resemble fog that doesn't reach the ground. Light mist or drizzle sometimes falls out of these clouds. 


Name of Cloud Cumulus
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Cumulus clouds are white, puffy clouds that look like pieces of floating cotton. Cumulus clouds are often called "fair-weather clouds". The base of each cloud it flat and the top of each cloud has rounded towers. When the top of the cumulus clouds resemble the head of a cauliflower, it is called cumulus congestus or towering cumulus. These clouds grow upward and they can develop into giant cumulonimbus clouds, which are thunderstorm clouds.


Name of Cloud Cumulonimbus 
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Cumulonimbus clouds are thunderstorm clouds. High winds can flatten the top of the cloud into an anvil-like shape. Cumulonimbus clouds are associated with heavy rain, snow, hail, lightning and even tornadoes. The anvil usually points in the direction the storm is moving.


