Excel Webquest Lesson Plan

The Holocaust

Introduction 

You are a reporter for a San Diego newspaper.  Your editor wants you to put together a story that offers a retrospective look at the Holocaust during World War II, in commemoration of Veterans Day.  
HOLOCAUST is a term for the methodical persecution, enslavement, and extermination of European Jewry by Nazi Germany. An estimated 6 million Jews died in the years from 1933 to 1945.  Europe at that time had a history of anti-Semitism, but the Holocaust was unique in its scope, barbarity, and concentration on the annihilation of one people (genocide).  In addition, anti-Semitism was given legal sanction and the direct result was the Holocaust that was directed by Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler, supported by his loyal aides such as Heinrich Himmler, Reinhard Heydrich, Heinrich Mueller, and Adolf Eichmann.
One of the most famous victims of the holocaust was Anne Frank, who was one of the 1.5 million Jewish children who were murdered during the Second World War.  In one of the online resources provided below on Anne Frank, you will not only find information about her life, but you can also see what happened during the Second World War.
You have been given the assignment to assess the conditions and experiences of holocaust victims such as Anne Frank, for publishing in the San Diego Union Tribune in the very near future.
The Task 

You are going to research your topic while concentrating on completing the Holocaust Spreadsheet Activity using Microsoft Excel.  
1.  Calculate the survival rate by entering the formula and using the AutoFill feature.

2.  Create a bar graph comparing the 1939 and 1945 populations of the countries.

3.  Create a pie graph showing the survival rate for Poland.

4.  Using the data on sheet 2, calculate the total number of Jews killed in concentration camps.

5.  Create a graph representing the number of deaths per concentration camp.

6.  Print spreadsheet 1 and 2.

7.  Answer the questions using your spreadsheets.
The Process
1. Go to www.dcet.k12.de.us/teach/galgano/holocaust.htm.

2. Click on “Holocaust Spreadsheet” to download the spreadsheet into Microsoft Excel.   

3. Sheet 1 should contain the data shown.  Type your name in cell F1.

 4.  Let’s calculate the survival rate percentage.  Click in Cell D2.  Before typing a formula you must first type an equal sign.  Now type the formula for calculating the survival rate for Poland using the correct cell names, then press enter.  To “AutoFill” the 

    survival rate column, move your mouse to the lower right corner of cell D2.  When your cursor looks like a small plus sign (see picture), click and drag down the column to copy the formula into the rest of the column.

5.   Now you need to format the cells so that a percentage is displayed.  Select cells D2-D11 (they may already be selected).  Go to “Format” “Cells”.  Under the number tab, click “percentage” and select 1 decimal place.  

6. Next you will create a bar graph comparing the 1939 and 1945 populations of these countries.  Select the first 3 columns of the table.  Go to “Insert” and select “Chart”.  After selecting the type of graph click “Next”.  Check to be sure that the data range is correct (it usually is).  Click “Next”.  Add a title and a horizontal and vertical label.  Check all of the other information by clicking on each tab.  Then click “Finish”.  

7. Other adjustments can be made by double clicking in an area you want to change.

8. Next you will create a pie graph showing the survival rate for Poland.  Select cells A1-C2.  Go to “Insert”  “Chart”.  Select “Pie Graph”.  Add a title and labels.  Click “Finish”.

9. Click on “Sheet 2” on the bottom of the spreadsheet.  The number of lives lost in the concentration camps is given in this data table.  Type your name in cell F1. 

10. Enter a formula into Cell B7 to calculate the total number of Jews killed in the concentration camps.

11. Using what you learned in the earlier steps, create a graph that best represents the number of deaths per concentration camp.

12. Print sheet 1 and sheet 2.  Check the “Print Preview” first to be sure that it will all print correctly.

Evaluation

Answer/Complete the following questions/task based on the information on both of the spreadsheets that you created:
1) If you were a Jew during the Holocaust, which of the countries listed would you prefer to live in?  Why?

2) In which country listed did the most people NOT survive?  Explain how you figured this out.

3) If six million Jews were killed, how many died outside of the concentration camps listed in spreadsheet 2?
4) If time permits, create a pie graph showing the survival rate for another country other than Poland.

Conclusion 

When you complete this WebQuest, you will not only be more knowledgeable about the Holocaust, World War II and holocaust victims such as Anne Frank, but you will also have a new technical skillset acquired through the practical exercises completed and knowledge learned on the basic functions of Microsoft Excel.  
Resources
Grolier Online (2006, February).  The Holocaust.  Retrieved February 18, 2006 from http://www.grolier.com/wwii/wwii_holocaust.html.

The Anne Frank Guide (2006, February).  Guide for Anne Frank and the Second World War.  Retrieved February 18, 2006 from http://www.annefrankguide.net/en-GB/default.asp?resetculture=1.

Delaware Center of Education Research (2003).  The Diary of Anne Frank:  Holocaust Spreadsheet Activity.  Retrieved February 19, 2006 from www.dcet.k12.de.us/teach/galgano/holocaust.htm.



















